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President Uhuru Kenyatta, Kenya, and Monica Juma, Cabinet Secretary for Foreign Affairs, Kenya, greet Macharia Kamau, Principal Secretary for Foreign 

Affairs, Kenya, at the Sustainable Blue Economy Conference in Nairobi (Photo by IISD/ENB | Diego Noguera) 

 

Our oceans, seas, lakes, rivers 
and other water resources hold great promise for contributing 

towards the success of the UN 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs). They can help drive economic 

growth, social prosperity and environment protection. While the 

world has not yet developed the full potential of these resources, 

unsustainable human activities are continuing to substantially 

threaten life under water and the resilience of aquatic 

ecosystems. 

 

Inspired by the unique global opportunity to  build  greater 

prosperity for all while protecting these water resources for the 

present and future generations, over 18,000 participants from 

across the world including Heads of State and Government, 

Ministers and high level representatives, Mayors and Governors, 

representatives of international organizations, the business 

community, the private sector, women and youth, Indigenous 

peoples, community based  organizations,  philanthropic, 

academic,  scientific  and  research  institutions,  as  well  as  civil 

society, had strategic conversations during the first ever global 

conference on the sustainable blue economy held in  Nairobi, 

Kenya from 26th to 28th November, 2018. 

http://enb.iisd.org/oceans/blueeconomy/2018/26nov.html
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The conference convened at a time when the world 

population is at about 7.6 billion and growing to 

9.8 billion by 2050. Participants  recognized  that 

with this population growth, demand for goods and 

services will also grow accordingly, and that this will 

exert additional pressure on land-based resources, 

which are slowly diminishing or already over 

exploited in many cases. Therefore, it welcomed the 

global interest in developing and conserving the 

resources of a sustainable blue economy to 

augment efforts aimed at poverty eradication and 

nutritional development. 

With  collective  determination,  and  building  on  

efforts at the local, national and international levels,  

the global community can intensify investments and 

harness the full potential of the oceans, seas, lakes 

and rivers to accelerate  economic  growth,  create 

jobs  and  to  fight  poverty.  Simultaneously,  the  world 

can improve the health of the oceans,  seas,  lakes, 

and rivers and the ecosystems  they  support  which 

are under increased threats and in decline in many 

countries and regions across the globe. 

 
The development of a sustainable blue economy is 

possible with the full and effective involvement and 

participation of all relevant actors working together 

and is the primary purpose of SDG14. Collaborative 

initiatives such as the Commonwealth Blue Charter 

are encouraged. 

 

The public secto r has limited capacity to finance the 

scale of investments needed to realize a sustainable 

blue economy. The private sector should step in to 

bridge the financing gap.  

 

Governments should offer the right incentives 

including by designing policy mechanisms to 

 

 

encourage new and sustainable marine activities to 

succeed and by populating a pipeline of 

projects for willing investors, including small and 

medium enterprises. The private sector, in turn, can 

strengthen its social and environmental corporate 

responsibility in part through the development of 

knowledge and understanding of the value of the 

blue economy. 

 

Science and research are crucial for policy 

development, implementation and evaluation. An 

interdisciplinary approach to science and research 

that includes bio-physical science, law and policy, 

human  geography,  and  accounting  and  finance  is 

required in generating state-of-the-art evidence- 

based knowledge and information to inform 

policy and decision making. This must include the 

valuation of environmental goods and services in 

the blue economy. 
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Cities and other human settlements are engines of 

economic growth powering social prosperity, 

cultural integration and tourism. Proper urban 

planning and management of coastal and lake- 

facing cities and towns will reduce vulnerability to 

disasters and risks including the negative impacts of 

climate change while waste management remains 

one the most urgent global challenges. 

 
The survival of humanity, biodiversity and 

ecosystems depend on bold, innovative and 

collective vision and action. The desire to chart and 

develop a new paradigm for an economically vibrant, 

socially inclusive and environmentally resilient blue 

economy is now more relevant than ever. 

 
The conference was an important platform for 

strategic deliberations on promoting the 

productivity, inclusivity and the sustainability 

aspects of the resources of a sustainable blue 

economy in an integrated, balanced and holistic 

manner. 

Similarly, the conference contributed immensely 

towards a shared understanding of  the 

elements of the concept, principles and building 

blocks of a sustainable blue economy (Annex I). 
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Jonathan Wilkinson, Minister of Fisheries, Oceans and the Canadian Coast Guard, representing Canada, the co-host of the Sustainable Blue 

Economy Conference (Photo by IISD/ENB | Diego Noguera) 

http://enb.iisd.org/oceans/blueeconomy/2018/26nov.html
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Panel discussion on ñWomen and the blue economyò (Photo by IISD/ENB | Diego Noguera) 

 

Key messages heard at the Conference include the importance of: 

Å Promoting action-oriented global strategies that places people and the blue economy resources at 

the center of sustainable development as a contribution to the realization of the UN 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development and the SDGs; 

Å Promoting collaboration for sustainable partnerships and projects in the various sectors of the blue 

economy for economic growth, poverty alleviation and conservation of the resources for the present 

and future generations through a multi sectoral approach, 

Å Promoting mobilization of finance from public and private sources, access to technologies and 

innovations as well as capacity building among local, national and international stakeholders for the full 

realization of the potential of the blue economy; 

Å Promoting the role of women in the blue economy and identifying the barriers and opportunities to 

further empower women and encourage their role in positions of leadership; 

Å Recognizing that gender equality and the empowerment of women will build a more peaceful, inclusive 

and prosperous world; 

Å Strengthening science and research to generate and disseminate evidence-based knowledge and 

information on advancing the sustainable blue economy; 

Å Strengthening science-policy interface of the blue economy resources to inform decision- making. 

 
Å Strengthening governance mechanisms for a sustainable blue economy including by raising awareness 

and ensuring stakeholder participation in policy and decision making. 

Å Promote synergies between local authorities and national governments in the implementation 

of decisions on blue economy including through the Governors and Mayors Global Forum for the 

Sustainable Blue Economy (SBE 1000). 

Å Sharing innovations, technologies, and best practices and experiences within and across regions. 
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